
27th Annual Friends School Plant Sale
May 6, 7, and 8, 2016

Friday 9:00 A.M.–8:00 P.M. • Saturday 10:00 A.M.–6:00 P.M.
Sunday remaining plants one-third off 10:00 A.M.–2:00 P.M. 

At the Minnesota State Fair Grandstand • Free admission • Free parking

www.FriendsSchoolPlantSale.com
info@FriendsSchoolPlantSale.com • 651–621–8930

The floor plan is different
Be sure to check out the map on page 2! 

• The big sections—Perennials, Vegetables, and Annuals
—are all relocated. Unusual & Rare has moved, too.

• Hanging baskets are outside near the Bulbs &
Bareroots. There are big changes in the hanging  basket
department! See page 40 for details.

• Miniature Plants are now in their own section, com-
bined with the Succulents. The plants are separated
within the section by hardy and nonhardy.

FREE bus rides to the sale!
We’re coordinating with Metro
Transit. Download a free ticket for
your round-trip bus ride here: 

www.FriendsSchoolPlantSale.com/arriving

Seed packets are now on the tables
The seeds now have catalog
numbers and we will put them
on the tables in alphabetical
order, just like the plants. The
seeds are mostly vegetables
and herbs, but there are a few
flowers, too.

These varieties all grow
well when planted outdoors in May. 

Our seeds are all untreated; they’re from North Star
Nursery in Faribault and Baker Creek Heirloom Seeds.

Outdoor Info Tent
Stop by the new Info Tent in the Garden Fair, near the
Wristband Booth. We can answer questions about the
sale and the school, or help you figure out your shopping
strategy. The main Info Desk remains inside the build-
ing, under the center stairways, to help with your shop-
ping questions. We’re near the Master Gardeners, who
are there to answer your  specific gardening questions. 

New website
Before you even get to the sale,
you’ll notice we’ve updated our
website (see below). 

Aside from an updated design,
the major change is that the new
site works a lot better on your
phone or other small devices. We’ve also streamlined it
in a lot of ways that we hope you won’t notice—you’ll
just feel as though it works better. 

One detail we know you’ll like: plants that are not
available will automatically be noted on your shopping
list, and even plants that have sold out Friday should be
noted in case you’re planning to shop on Saturday.

As with the old site, you can make a shopping list to
bring to the sale and save your list from year to year. If
you saved a shopping list on the old site, though, we’re
sad to report that it couldn’t be transfered when we
changed to the new site. The good news is, we can give
you a link to print out your old list if you email us at
info@FriendsSchoolPlantSale.com.

Contents
FEATURES
About Friends School  . . . . . .2
How to Do the Sale  . . . . . . . .3
Garden Fair . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
Workshops  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5
Our Policy on Neonics  . . . . .5
Solid-Colored Hostas  . . . . .10
Students Are Here to Help . .31
Hanging Basket Changes  . .40
Milkweed for Monarchs  . . .54
Map to the Sale . . . . .back cover

PLANT LISTINGS
Perennials  . . . . . . . . . . . .6–16
Daylilies  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9
Hosta  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10
Lilies  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .13
Water Plants  . . . . . . . . . .16

Vegetables . . . . . . . . . . .17–23
Unusual & Rare Plants . .24–25
Miniatures & Succulents 26–27
Herbs  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .28–31
Annuals  . . . . . . . . . . . .32–40
Indoor/Outdoor Plants  . .32

Climbing Plants  . . . . . .41–42
Fruit  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .43–45
Shrubs & Trees  . . . . . . .46–50
Roses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .50

Native Plants  . . . . . . . . .51–56
Grasses  . . . . . . . . . . . . .56–57

INDEX
By Common Name . . . . . . . .58
By Latin Name  . . . . . . . . . .59

PH
O

TO
 BY M

IC
H

ELLE M
ER

O
 R

IED
EL

Maps and more about shopping at the sale: SEE PAGES 2 and 3

What’s New in 2016?

You can select
options to
narrow your
search, such 
as “shade” 
and “good 
for bees.”

Finding plants on the new website



This is the 27th Friends School of Minnesota
Plant Sale. It’s amazing to think that the
little sale that started on our front lawn is

now an annual fundraiser that provides tuition
assistance to over a third of our students. Your pur-
chases help keep the school accessible to an
 economically diverse student body. Thank you!

Friends School of Minnesota (FSM) is an inde-
pendent K–8 Quaker school in the heart of St.
Paul’s Midway neighborhood. In the tradition of
more than 80 Friends Schools across the United
States, FSM meets children’s intellectual, emotion-
al, and spiritual needs in an environment that nur-
tures their social consciousness. Now in its 28th
year, FSM is a vibrant school, known for its pro-
gressive curriculum, commitment to community,
acclaimed conflict resolution program, and joyful
approach to educating children. 

FSM is dedicated to its mission: to prepare chil-
dren to embrace life, learning, and community with
hope, skill, understanding, and creativity. We are
committed to the Quaker values of peace, justice,
simplicity, and integrity. 

FSM’s 164 students learn from a hands-on
 curriculum in multi-age classrooms of 16 to 21 stu-
dents. We believe children learn best as active par-
ticipants, collaborators, and problem-solvers within
a community. We think learning should be in-
depth, thematic, and interdisciplinary,
while teaching the appreciation of
multiple perspectives and foster-
ing social skills. 

Our focus on place-based
education engages students
within the local communi-
ty and prepares them to be
compassionate global citi-
zens. We emphasize envi-
ronmental education and
service learning starting in
kindergarten. We have spe-
cialists in music, visual arts,
physical education, and Spanish. 

Our community actively works to increase diver-
sity, remove barriers, and be welcoming and acces-
sible. In our admissions process, we welcome a
wide range of academic abilities and learning styles.
We seek inclusion of many kinds of difference,
whether racial, ethnic, socioeconomic, family struc-
ture, and values. FSM families have a broad range
of religious and non-religious backgrounds, includ-
ing 10 percent Quaker. Twelve percent of our stu-
dents come from LGBT families and 38 percent of
students are children of color, mostly from multira-
cial families. We provide need-based tuition aid for
34 percent of our students—up to 90 percent of
tuition per student—to increase access to FSM and
foster its diversity. Our conflict resolution program
is integrated into the daily culture of the school,
actively teaching and modeling nonviolent, respect-
ful techniques to solve the natural conflicts found
in every community. 

Our great location across the street from a mini-
arboretum city park and our inviting indoor spaces
serve our students well. Our facilities include ten
classrooms, an art studio, full-size gymnasium,
music room, library, and multi-purpose room. Our
school grounds incorporate outdoor classroom
spaces and a natural play yard as well as a tradition-
al playground and open field. 

Lots of folks first hear about FSM because of
our plant sale. Many prospective fami-

lies come take a look at the school
that’s behind the big event.
Some say meeting our helpful
middle school student volun-
teers made them curious
about our school program. 

If you would like to
learn more about the
school, please contact us at
admissions@fsmn.org, call
651-917-0636, or see our

website at www.fsmn.org.
We’d love to show you around! 
—Latrisha Chattin, Head of School 
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Disability access 
Are you concerned about accessibility to the sale? 
Please call 651–621–8930 and we’ll call you back 

to discuss options.

Plants are alphabetical
by common name
 within each section.

Plants are alphabetical
by common name
 within each section.
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Free parking. It’s legal to
park on non-posted streets and
there’s a large parking lot south-
west of the Grandstand 
(it’s the Midway during the Fair). 

ROUND UP 
Friends School Plant Sale is 

both a community event and a 
fundraiser for the 

Friends School of Minnesota. 

We hope you will consider “rounding
up” your bill to the nearest $5. 

Thank you for  
considering a 

round-up 
donation.

INFO
DESK

Volunteer 
and disability
entrance

REST
ROOMS

Indoor
Plants

Student volunteers at the sale

Middle school students at Friends School of Minnesota look
forward to the plant sale every year because it means we get
to help out for three days during the week of the sale, instead
of going to our regular classes. You may have seen us there
during sale—but did you know that we also help set up?

When we arrive on Wednesday morning, the Grandstand is
full of empty tables the adult volunteers have set up. 
All day on Wednesday and Thursday we help unload many
trucks full of plants, and find the right place on the shelves
for them. By the time we leave on Thursday the shelves are
overflowing with plants. It’s a lot of work but it’s a really
great experience. It helps build our social skills and
 strengthen our school community. 

—Maren, Helene, and Lorraine, FSM 7th graders

Food vendors

Water
Plants 

Peonies

Herbs
Annuals

Get 
wristbands

here Info Tent

Garden Fair
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Why are there wristbands each morning?

Every year, more than 20,000 people visit
our plant sale. We try to make the
 shopping experience as smooth as

 possible. This is an overview of the sale. There
are other tips on the website.

How do I get into the sale?
For the first time, you can get a free bus ride to
the sale (FriendsSchoolPlantSale.com/arriving).
If you drive, there are free parking spaces near
the Grandstand. Check the map, page 2. 

Get a wristband if needed from the
Wristband Booth, located within the Garden
Fair (details at the bottom of this page). 

While you wait for your time to enter, visit
the Garden Fair. You will be outside for this
part, so dress for the weather!

How do I shop?
As you enter the building, you’ll get a clipboard
and tally sheet to record your plants and their
prices. (You can write a list ahead of time with our
printable blank shopping list, www.tinyurl.com/
form2016, or by making an online shopping list—
shown here—at www.FriendsSchoolPlantSale.com):

Write down the plant names, prices, and
quantities as you select them. If you are using
a pre-printed shopping list from the website,
remember to make notes on your list when you
add or remove plants or change quantities.

We have a limited number of grocery store
carts available, so it’s a great idea to bring your
own wheeled wagon or cart (no sleds or linked
carts, please). On Friday, there will also be
Friends School students who can help you carry
your plants.

Once you’re inside, there will be maps and
signs to help find the plants you’re looking for.

When’s the best time to come?
Each time has its own flavor. Friday and
Saturday morning have the most people, so if
you come at those times you will see the Plant
Sale at its most festive and busy.

Later in the afternoon on Friday and
Saturday is great for relaxed shopping with little
waiting, and there are still lots of plants, though
some will have sold out.

Are there lines?
There are three lines that you might experience:

1. Wristband line: in the mornings.
2. Entry line: this is where you go, briefly,
when your wristband number is called.

3. Checkout line: If this occurs, it may look
long but it moves, in the words of one
shopper, “freaky fast.” Look for the “Enter
Line Here” sign along the north wall.

Later in the day, there are no wristbands, no
entry lines, and often no checkout line.

How are the plants organized?
Within each section (Herbs, Grasses, etc.) plants
are alphabetical based on their common names
and are numbered, as in the catalog. You can also
look the plants up in the index, pages 58 and 59.

Who can answer my questions?
Look for students and volunteers in bright yel-
low Ask Me vests, or sale organizers with pink
hats or even balloons floating above their heads.
The website and this catalog are full of informa-
tion and tips for shopping. The Info Desk is
under the central  staircases, and the new out-
door Info Tent is by the Wristband Booth.

What about checking out?
Checkout is a two-step process: Your plants are
added up in one area, based on your tally sheet,
then you pay at the cashier tables. You can use
cash, check, or credit/debit card (Visa, Mastercard,
Discover and American Express). There is also an
ATM between the tally tables and the cashiers.

Always write the full price of plants on your
 tally sheet. On  discount Sunday, the one-third dis-
count is taken at the register.

After checkout, you can leave your plants at
curbside plant pickup west of the Grandstand
and return to get them with your car. (If you
used one of our shopping carts, you cannot take
the cart to your car.) Volunteers in orange vests
will help at the curb. You will receive a  number
to  differentiate your plants from others’.

How can I get more involved?
Sign up to volunteer for four hours 
(www.volunteer.FriendsSchoolPlantSale.com)
and qualify to buy your plants at the  
volunteer-only pre-sale on Thursday evening. 
If you have ideas for plants or other ways 
to improve the sale, please email 
info@FriendsSchoolPlantSale.com.

Thanks!
This catalog is
brought to you by:
Annamary Herther
Bonnie Blodgett
Carol Herman
Chris Dart
Gretchen Hovan
Henry Fieldseth
Huong Nguyen
Jenn Lanz
Judy MacManus
Kath Ouska
Kathleen Broughten
Kim Erickson
Latrisha Chattin
Laurie Krivitz
Lili Herbert
LoRene Leikind
Mary Schwartzbauer
Michelle Mero Riedel
Nancy Scherer
Norm Schiferl
Pat Thompson
Patricia Ohmans
Sara Barsel
Susan Nagel
Tina Hammer
Toria Erhart
Friends School 
of Minnesota
1365 Englewood Ave.
Saint Paul, Minn.
55104

651-917-0636

info@FriendsSchool
PlantSale.com

www.FriendsSchool
PlantSale.com

@plantsale

On the cover
Aurora hot pepper in
the Vegetables
 section, V180b on
page 20. Photo by
Michelle Mero Riedel

Wristbands are used at the 
busiest times to keep entrance 
to the sale orderly and fair. 
See the box below.

We have boxes for you to
put plants in, but it helps
if you bring your own.

Bring your own wagon or 
cart if you can (although we 
do have a limited number of grocery carts).

TALLY SHEET! 
Most important: write down
ALL of your plants and their
prices as you select them. 

These shoes are made
for walking. There are
2.5 acres of plants.

Smile! You get to hang
out with hundreds 
of other gardeners.

Dress for the  
weather, but remember,
no matter how warm 
it is outside, it’s
always cold in 
the Grandstand.

Shoppers are given a  numbered
paper wristband as they arrive
(one per person). We do this
before the sale opens and after
opening, until the number of
 people lessens. 

This means you don’t have to
stand in line the entire time.
It’s the fairest way to handle the
number of people who want to
enter the sale at the same time.

Wristbands are  distributed
 starting at:

• Friday: 7:00 a.m. 
(sale opens at 9:00 a.m.)

• Saturday: 8:30 a.m. 
(sale opens at 10:00 a.m.)

• Sunday: 9:00 a.m. 
(sale opens at 10:00 a.m.)

Once the sale opens, you will
enter the building in a group,
according to the  number on your
wristband. 

Visit our  outdoor Garden Fair
after picking up your wristband
(see page 4 for more on the Garden
Fair). Please stay on that side of
the street until your wristband
number is called.

Plan to be near the entrance at the
west end of the Grandstand to line
up with your group. We make
 frequent loudspeaker announce-
ments of each wristband number
and announce them on Twitter
@plantsale.

If you leave the area and return
after your group has entered the
building, you may go into the sale
with the next group that’s
 admitted.

 Please note: If you have friends
arriving later than you or parking
the car, they will be given a wrist-
band at their arrival time, not
yours. This system makes the
process fair for everyone. 

How to Do the Sale

Your online list shows each plant’s catalog
number and price. You can update the
quantity for each plant to get an idea of
how much your total will be. It’s easy to
remove plants if you change your mind.
Print it out and bring it to the sale.

www.FriendsSchoolPlantSale.com
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Brandy Tang
Brandy Tang offers contemporary,  
eco-friendly, socially conscious products. 
At the Plant Sale, Brandy Tang will  feature
gardening items, including American-made
tomato and peony cages,  trellises, and

hooks in fresh-picked summer  colors; recycled garden art;
wind chimes; and market and garden baskets. 
www.brandytang.com

Cowsmo
Fifth-generation dairy farmers, from near
Cochrane, Wisconsin, make and sell the
finest organic compost and potting soils
throughout the Midwest. www.rwdairy.com

Down Home Enterprises
Steel garden art, including garden stakes, stained glass, bird
baths and feeders, decorative steel flowers, and kinetic
 garden sculptures.  Steel, glass, stone, and antique finds. 
www.facebook.com/DownHomeSculptures

Eddie’s Artwork ◊
Copper and cedar garden art, birdhouses,
and birdfeeders.

The Faerie House
Our ceramic faerie houses are hand-built homes
for your indoor or outdoor faeries.  We tuck a
magical bell inside to let you know when your
faeries are around. www.faeriehouse.com

Fruits of the City*
Fruits of the City’s Jared Walhowe will be in the Fruit section
inside the sale on Friday 10:45 a.m.–3:00 p.m. to answer ques-
tions about selecting, planting, and caring for fruit trees. Fruits of
the City matches registered fruit tree owners with trained
volunteers who can harvest your surplus fruit and share it
with a local food shelf. Free copies of Fruits of the City’s
Fruit Tree Maintenance Guide will be available at the Info Desk
throughout the sale. www.fruitsofthecity.org

Garden Goddess
Concrete art for the garden, including
 stepping stones, plaques, and planters.

Garden Iron Imports
Excellent selection of decorative garden iron, including
arbors, trellises, planters, baskets, benches, gazebos, fences,
iron décor items, and more.

Growing Blue Flowers
Insect repellents, hand sanitizers, salves, and
soaps are all handmade with 100%
natural ingredients, in harmony with nature.
www.growingblueflowers.com

Kathryn Rosebear Pottery 
Functional porcelain pottery—flowerpots, vases,
mugs, cups, plates, and bowls—with animal and
floral themes. All work is food-safe and okay to
use in ovens, dishwashers, and microwaves.
Throughout the year, colors and motifs remind

users of the magic of summer and the gardening season. 

Larry Overby ◊
Handmade cedar garden planters, benches, and sandboxes.  

Lynnda Ziebol Arts 
Cute additions to the garden—made from clay glazed and
fired in a kiln—include  handmade miniature garden items
and accessories.  The porcelain hosta and garden jewelry is
finished using lusters and genuine gold detail. Gnomes,
patios, tables, chairs, little ponds, and more. Our unique
products are reasonably priced.

Minnesota State 
Horticultural Society
MSHS is a nonprofit membership organization that serves
northern gardeners through education, encouragement,

and community. Members enjoy
a variety of valuable benefits,
including the award-winning
magazine Northern Gardener.
Offering a special discount on

membership at Friends School Plant Sale (for details, see our
ad, page 31). Booth hours: Friday 9:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m.,
Saturday 9:00 a.m.–12:00 noon, and Sunday 10:00 a.m.–
2:00 p.m. MSHS members receive $5 off purchase of 
$50 minimum purchase at Friends School Plant Sale.
www.northerngardener.org

Minnesota Water Garden 
Society ◊
MWGS is a nonprofit organization founded to increase the
enjoyment and enthusiasm for water gardening through
promotion, education, and shared experiences. Members
will answer questions and, for those expressing interest,
they’ll provide the organization’s membership materials,
brochures, and newsletters. www.mwgs.org

Northern Sun Merchandising 
Products for Progressives since 1979, this vendor sells
products with social justice, environmental, and humorous
messages.  Find social messages on gardening and environ-
mentally themed T-shirts, aprons, canvas bags, stickers,
buttons, political lawn signs, and more. Free catalog and 10
percent discount coupon offered for a purchase at their
store at 2916 East Lake Street. www.northernsun.com

Old River Road Antiques  
We'll be sellling rocks for outdoor
gardens, flower pots, and fairy gar-
dens, as well as “imagination” flower
pots from antique and collectible
treasures. Plus garden sculpture, mis-

cellaneous garden items, and simple organic fertilizer.

Page and Flowers*
Located outside the sale exit door as you head to the curbside plant
pickup area. A local foods social enterprise offering reason-
ably priced burlap coffee bags for use as weed barrier and a
million other uses.

Rusco
Minnesota Rusco is a remodeling company that offers 
sunrooms and greenhouse additions. minnesotarusco.com

Solera Seeds  
A small, local, midwestern company dedi-
cated to growing only hardy, tried and true
varieties of non-GMO seeds, Solera Seeds
grows all seeds by hand on their small organic farm. A full
list of varieties is on their website. www.soleraseeds.com

Stonecrete
Exquisite, hand-cast stepping
stones for the exterior and interior
of the home. Plus flagstone, slate, river rock, ledge stack,
and interior tiles. www.stonecreteonline.com

Terrace Horticultural Books*
Located inside the Grandstand under the center
 stairways. As we celebrate 25 years of busi-
ness in 2016, take 25% off your purchase
from us at our booth or at our website.

Books, gardening ephemera, periodicals and journals, seed
packets, seed and plant catalogs, and unframed botanical
art. www.terracehorticulturalbooks.com

TSE 
TSE provides employment-training and community inclu-
sion for people with intellectual and
developmental disabilities who make
stepping stones out of cement and
 recycled, donated stained glass. Each
stepping stone is unique, in varied
shapes and designs, and signed on the back with the cre-
ator’s name. All profit goes to the people who made the
stones.  www.tse-inc.org

Two Mikes 
Green Fin Plant Care is a 100% natural
fertilizer produced responsibly from
invasive carp species that are damaging
Minnesota waterways. Made locally in
the Twin Cities area, Green Fin Plant

Care is great for home, garden, or field use and contains the
rich nutrients your plants and crops crave.
www.twomikes.net

Washington County 
Horticulture Society 
Selling Atlas garden gloves as a fundraiser.
WCHS was founded in 1986 to stimulate the
knowledge and love of gardening; encourage
the study of horticulture, floriculture, land-
scaping, and vegetable gardening; aid in pro-
tection of native plants and trees; promote environmentally
sound gardening practices; and encourage civic plantings.  

Wicker Baskets and More ◊
Selling wicker baskets and wooden con-
tainers to use when working with plants,
in flower arrangements, and gathering
garden  produce. Recyled wood is used in
all the wood products. 

Wolcott Art 
Original steel garden structures and ornamentation, and tin
birds. Steel speaks in many styles. The artist will help you
choose the item that’s right for you. www.wolcottart.com

Worm Composting 
for the Simple Person 
Find out how to set up and maintain your own easy home
worm composting system. Recycle kitchen waste and have
great fertilizer for your house plants or garden. Free worms
while they last; a limited number of pre-made kits are avail-
able for  purchase. Saturday only.

Yardly Art 
Artist Sharon Miller-Thompson has put a twist on nature 
to create unique, durable art for your home and garden.
Her work is mixed-media:
clever one-of-a-kind
 sculptural and ornamental
pieces including birdbaths,
birdhouses, mosaics of handmade tile, and house plaques.
These add an  unexpected accent anywhere.
www.YardlyArt.com
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Located in the grassy field southwest of the Grandstand (see map, page 2).

EXHIBITOR HOURS
Friday . . . . . . 7:00 a.m.–6:30 p.m. 
Saturday . . . . 8:30 a.m.–6:00 p.m.
Sunday . . . . . 9:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m. 

Some exhibitors may be open 
shorter or longer hours.
Some may not be open on Sunday.

Garden Fair

Cloud Forest Coffee ◊
Serving organic, sustainable coffee
 bev erages and other delicious drinks.
Featuring Tiny Footprint brand coffee, a
company that offsets the carbon impact of
harvesting, roasting, and distribution of
their coffee by planting carbon-sucking trees
in the Ecuadorian Mindo Cloud Forest. 

Kettle Corn
Popped fresh with a mix of sweet and salty. 
It’s a State Fair treat in May! 

Smokey’s Charbroiler
Featuring quarter-pound chopped beefsteak burgers, 
all-beef hot dogs, and breast-meat chicken strips. 
Plus bratwurst, fancy extra-long french fries, onion rings, 
corn dogs, grilled chicken or ham sandwiches, and 
fountain pop. Coffee and breakfast offerings, too.

SMOKEY ’S HOURS
Thursday 3:30 p.m.–8:00 p.m.
Friday 7:30 a.m.–6:30 p.m.
Saturday 8:30 a.m.–6:30 p.m.
Sunday 9:00 a.m.–2:30 p.m.

GARDEN FAIR FOOD

* All exhibitors are located within the Garden Fair unless marked with an asterisk *
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Growing Fruit
Get a better understanding of the tree and shrub edibles offered at the Plant 9 a.m.
Sale. We'll highlight necessary and fun things like the unique soil requirements 

of blueberries and container-growing options, why apple trees are made of two 

parts, how many plum trees are needed to bear fruit, and what species are 

going to provide the highest antioxidants. There will be time for questions, too.

PRESENTER: Rebecca Koetter, landscape consultant and hopeless romantic for

using, processing, and enjoying our urban landscape bounties.

Making a Rain Barrel
Do you want to help protect Minnesota’s water systems and see your garden 10 a.m.
thrive with rainwater? Come watch a group of middle school students 

demonstrate how to make a rain barrel. You’ll learn how to make, set up, and 

use a rain barrel, as well as the benefits of rain barrels. The barrel the students 

construct will be auctioned off at the end of the presentation.                                         

PRESENTER: Friends School of Minnesota Environmental Action Club

Accidentally Green: 
Building an Organic Livelihood
Do you aspire to a sustainable lifestyle? Learn the story of Gene and Muriel 11 a.m.
Stark, two teachers who built an organic-growing business as their family 

grew up, too. Their first business was Green Fingers Farm in Prior Lake, which 

later became Glacial Ridge Growers in Glenwood, Minn., the largest supplier 

of plants to the Friends School Plant Sale. 

PRESENTER: Gene Stark is a poet, gardener, nurseryman, and owner of 

Glacial Ridge Growers. www.flyovercountryscribe.com

12noon

Worm Composting 
How to set up and maintain your own easy home worm composting system. 1:00 p.m.
Recycle kitchen waste and have great fertilizer for your house plants or 

garden. Also available all day Saturday for consultation.

PRESENTER: Lynda Mader, amateur worm composter

FREE and held under the tent 
near the center of the Garden Fair.

Saturday Workshops

¥
Common Botanical Catalog
name name numbers
Angel’s Trumpet Methysticodendron U066, 

or Datura A034–036
Castor Bean Ricinus A100–102
Foxglove Digitalis P220–225
Monkshood Aconitum P457–458
Elegant Camas Zigadenus N049

A Note from Mr. Yuk

Our Policy on Neonics

We mark some plants in the catalog with a Mr. Yuk sign. These
are plants known to be toxic to humans in some way. We do
this because we care about your health, but the issue is com-
plex, so please read the full-length article about this on our
website, www.FriendsSchoolPlantSale.com/poisonous-plants.

There are, however, a few plants in the sale that are
 particularly  poisonous, capable of causing serious  illness
or death to humans:

It is generally a bad idea to chew on ANY plant that is not clear-
ly for human  consumption, Mr. Yuk sticker or no. We get expert
advice on this issue, but individuals vary, and experts do not
know everything. 

What about medicinal plants?Â
Never assume that a medicinal plant is safe or nontoxic. Many
highly  poisonous plants or plant parts contain medicinal com-
pounds that are extracted from them in specific ways. 

Several of the highly toxic plants listed above are also medicinal
(Angel’s Trumpet, Castor Bean, Foxglove). Friends School Plant
Sale does not recommend the use of any plant marked as
 medicinal for self-medication or treatment of others.

If you want to learn more about poisonous plants, read this 
full-length article on our website:

www.FriendsSchoolPlantSale.com/poisonous-plants

Another article by Mr. Yuk about responsible gardening can be
found at www.FriendsSchoolPlantSale.com/responsible-gardening

Thanks
to all the grocery stores
that allow the Friends
School Plant Sale to
reuse their fruit and 
veg flats so our shop-
pers have boxes to
 carry their plants in:

• Costco
• Cub
• Kowalski’s
• Lunds & Byerlys
• Trader Joe’s
• Whole Foods

FIND US ON
SOCIAL MEDIA
Twitter: 
@plantsale. We’ll 
be tweeting wristband
entry numbers each day
 during the sale!

Facebook: 
Join our GROUP, 
facebook.com/group/
plantsale to talk with 
other shoppers and 
get updates

Like our PAGE, 
facebook.com/plantsale
for news

Friends School Plant Sale is committed to doing everything we
can to bring you plants grown without the systemic pesticides
called neonicotinoids. Until neonics are banned, we will contin-

ue to ask about neonic exposure in the plants that we order, particu-
larly new plants from new growers, and to refuse to sell any plant we
have concerns about. 

Fortunately, as growers have responded to public pressure 
against neonics, more plants we believe are neonic-free have become
available, and we are able to offer you a wider selection of plants than
we could when we first started looking at this question three years
ago. For a more in-depth look at what we do and why, see
www.FriendsSchoolPlantSale.com/neonics. 

Because of the persistence of neonics in plants over time and the
complexity of some growing practices in the nursery business, we can-
not absolutely guarantee that every plant at the sale is free of neonics.
We can, however, guarantee that we will always take this issue seri-
ously. We promise that we have done the necessary background
research, and that we will never knowingly sell you a plant that has
been neonic-exposed.  

If you’d like to find out more about our efforts, send us an email at
info@FriendsSchoolPlantSale.com or talk with us at the Info Desk in May.

How can a gardener be sure 
any plant is free of  neonic  pesticides?

The only way to know for sure that a plant is free of systemic pesti-
cides is to grow it yourself from organic seeds or to buy organically
grown plants. The USDA Organic certification is the only standard
that exists that restricts the use of neonics in a way you can rely on.

However, there are many growers whose practices we know and
trust, and if they are buying untreated seed or cuttings from growers
they know and trust, we can all be pretty sure the plant is not affected.

When you shop at other garden centers, ask them: 
• Have you ever used neonics on this plant or its soil? 
• If you got the seed, cutting, or young plant from  elsewhere, 
has it or its parent plant ever had neonics used on it?

Remember: neonics stay in the plant and in the soil.

Find out more about gardening for bees at www.FriendsSchoolPlantSale.com/bees

One more workshop still to come
Check www.FriendsSchoolPlantSale.com/workshops

for updates




